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fine, they have to go to gaol. An instance happened in my presence. An Indian
named Motai was living five to seven miles from Ladysmith. He was informed
by a friend that he should pay the tax. He, therefore, mortgaged his ear-rings
for one pound, at an interest of half-a-crcMtt per month, and paid the tax.
He got the receipt and was taken to the Magistrate. He was fined ten shillings.
Where is he to get the money from? He had a pass. He has left it in the Court
and has promised to bring the fine. . . . Up till now, nearly twelve to fifteen
men have been fined.

We bring the above to the notice of the Government. If the infor-
mation given by our correspondent be true, it reflects the greatest dis-
credit on those who are concerned with the collection of the poll-tax.
To make the poor people not only pay the tax, but when they come
to pay it, to impose on them a fine seems to us to be the height of in-
justice. The penalty clause, we should imagine, is applicable, not to those
who pay the tax willingly, but to those who want to avoid payment.
The daily newspapers report that Indians have been paying the tax
with the greatest despatch. As our correspondent points out, it is cruel
to expect those who are living in out-of-the-way places to go to the paying-
booths before the advertised time and pay the money. We have no
doubt that many of them do not know anything about their liability,
and if, as our correspondent points out, it is true that the men have
to be informed, it is only reasonable to expect the Government to ins-
truct their officers to take the money from those who may pay, and
not arrest the men, and have them fined for an alleged contravention of
the poll-tax act. We have trust enough in the humanity of the Govern-
ment to feel that they will stop the injustice that is being perpetrated
in the name of law.
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250. A PLEA FOR INDIAN VOLUNTEERING.
The Natal Native trouble1 is dragging on a slow existence. There
can be no doubt that the imposition of the poll-tax is itself the imme-
diate cause, though probably the trouble has been brewing for a long
time. Whosesoever the mistake may be, report has it that it is costing
the Colony two thousand pounds per day. The white colonists are try-
ing to cope with it, and many citizen-soldiers have taken up arms.
Today, perhaps, no further assistance is necessary, but this trouble ought
to suggest reflections to the Government, as also to every thinking colo-
nist. There is a population of pver one hundred thousand Indians in
Natal. It has been proved that they can do very efficient work in time
of war.2 The suspicion that they were worthless in emergencies has
1 The Zulu revolt led by Bambata; vide "Speech at Congress Meeting", p. 291.
2 The reference is to the role of the Indian Ambulance Corps during the Boer War;
vide Vol. Ill, p. 129.